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Montana Survey Results

Q1 When it comes to access to public lands in 
Montana, do you think that is very important, 
somewhat important, or not important?

 76% Very important ..............................................

 16% Somewhat important.....................................

  7% Not important................................................

  2% Not sure .......................................................

Q2 Are you more or less likely to support a 
national forest management plan developed 
through a collaborative approach that seeks 
input from many different communities and 
types of people, including conservationists, 
snowmobilers, loggers, hunters, land owners 
and local businesses?

 75% More likely ....................................................

 10% Less likely.....................................................

 15% Not sure .......................................................

Q3 The Blackfoot Clearwater Stewardship Project 
in western Montana would ensure access to 
hunting and fishing sites, increase protections 
for approximately eighty thousand acres of 
existing public lands by adding them to the 
Bob Marshall, Scapegoat and Mission 
Mountains wilderness areas; open a high 
quality area for snowmobiling, and maintain 
timber harvesting. Do you strongly support, 
somewhat support, somewhat oppose or 
strongly oppose this project?

 35% Strongly support ...........................................

 33% Somewhat support .......................................

 17% Somewhat oppose........................................

 10% Strongly oppose ...........................................

  5% Not sure .......................................................

Q4 How important is a candidate for office’s 
position on protecting Montana’s public lands 
for future generations to you: is it very 
important, somewhat important, not too 
important, or not important at all? 

 64% Very important ..............................................

 23% Somewhat important.....................................

 10% Not too important ..........................................

  3% Not important at all........................................

  1% Not sure .......................................................

Q5 Do you think members of Congress should 
hold in-person town hall meetings to hear from 
their constituents about land management 
issues, or not?

 85% 

Think members of Congress should hold in-
person town hall meetings to hear from their 
constituents about land management issues .

  9% 

Do not think members of Congress should 
hold in-person town hall meetings to hear 
from their constituents about land 
management issues......................................

  6% Not sure .......................................................

Q6 If you are a woman, press 1.  If a man, press 
2.

 53% Woman ........................................................

 47% Man..............................................................

Q7 If you are a Democrat, press 1. If a 
Republican, press 2. If an independent or a 
member of another party, press 3. 

 27% Democrat .....................................................

 39% Republican ...................................................

 33% Independent / Other .....................................
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Q8 If you are white, press 1. If Native American, 
press 2.  If other, press 3.

 86% White ...........................................................

  6% Native American ...........................................

  8% Other............................................................

Q9 If you are 18-45 years old, press 1. If 46-65, 
press 2. If older than 65, press 3.

 24% 18 to 45........................................................

 47% 46 to 65........................................................

 29% Older than 65 ...............................................
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Base

Party

Democrat Republican
Independent

/ Other

Access to Public
Lands Importance

Very important

Somewhat important

Not important

Not sure

    

76% 92% 62% 79%

16% 7% 22% 15%

7% 1% 12% 4%

2% - 4% 2%

 

Base

Party

Democrat Republican
Independent

/ Other

Collaborative
Approach to National
Forest Management

Plan More/Less Likely
Support

More likely

Less likely

Not sure

    

75% 72% 75% 77%

10% 10% 8% 11%

15% 18% 16% 12%

 

Base

Party

Democrat Republican
Independent

/ Other

Blackfood Clearwater
Stewardship Project

Support/Oppose

Strongly support

Somewhat support

Somewhat oppose

Strongly oppose

Not sure

    

35% 39% 35% 31%

33% 40% 28% 32%

17% 10% 18% 23%

10% 8% 11% 10%

5% 3% 7% 3%

 

Base

Party

Democrat Republican
Independent

/ Other

Importance of
Candidate's Position
on Protecting MT

Lands

Very important

Somewhat important

Not too important

Not important at all

Not sure

    

64% 89% 46% 64%

23% 10% 31% 24%

10% 1% 16% 9%

3% - 5% 2%

1% 0% 2% 1%
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Base

Party

Democrat Republican
Independent

/ Other

Members of Congress
Should Hold In Person

Town Halls Yes/No

Think members of Co-
ngress should hold in-

person  town hall meet-
ings to hear from their

constituents  about lan-
d management issues 

Do not think members
of  Congress should h-
old in-person town hall

meetings  to hear from
their  constituents abo-
ut land management ...

Not sure

    

85% 91% 80% 87%

9% 5% 13% 7%

6% 4% 7% 6%
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To:  Interested Parties 

From:  Andrew Maxfield, Ph.D.  

 MSCR LLC  

Re: Key Results from a Survey in Montana on the “the Breaks” National Monument 

Date:   June 19, 2017 

MSCR LLC conducted a telephone survey of a random sample of 702 likely 2018 voters in 
Montana from May 21-25, 2017.  This telephone survey was conducted by live interviewers 
reaching land lines and cell phones.  The random sample of 702 voters has a worst-case 95% 
confidence interval of ±3.7% to ±5.2%.  Andrew Maxfield, Ph.D., of MSCR LLC is a pollster with 
25 years of experience conducting survey research for Democratic candidates and advocacy 
groups around the country.  

President Trump’s ordered review of the Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument is 

underway, a review that could lead to a reduction in the size of the “Breaks” National 

Monument or its elimination.  Most Montana voters, however, say the Breaks National 

Monument should be left just the way it is.   

Voters were asked about the review early in the survey and fully 59% of Montanans oppose 
reducing the size or eliminating the Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument, with 
nearly half saying they 
are strongly opposed 
(the wording of the 
question can be seen 
in the figure to the 
right.)  Only 28% say 
they favor eliminating 
or reducing the size of 
the Upper Missouri 
River Breaks National 
Monument. 

Opposition to reducing 

the size or eliminating 

the Upper Missouri 

River Breaks National 

Monument spans all 

four corners of the state and a plurality of self-identified Republicans (43% oppose reducing the 

size or eliminating the Monument, 41% favor), a majority of self-identified Independents (54% 

oppose, 32% favor), and the vast majority of self-identified Democrats in Montana (84% 

oppose, 9% favor).   
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The clear preference of Montana voters is to leave National Monument alone.  After the 

question about possibly reducing the size or eliminating the “Breaks” National Monument, 

voters were asked whether they prefer protecting more land as National Monuments, opening 

up National Monuments to put the land to different uses, or leaving National Monuments just 

as they are.   A majority of 58% of Montana voters say National Monuments should left as they 

are, 22% say National Monument land should be put to different uses, and 16% say more land 

should be protected as National Monuments. 

When voters here arguments from both sides of the debate over the “Breaks,” very little 

changes in terms opinions regarding the review.  As is indicated below, respondents were read 

the argument that the Breaks National Monument was a Federal government “land grab.”  

They were also read the argument that Montanans had input into the National Monument 

designation and that the Monument protects unique lands for future generations.  After 

hearing both arguments, the disposition of voters is largely unchanged: 61% oppose the review, 

36% support it.   

 

If the Department of Interior concludes its review and recommends reducing the size of the 

Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument or eliminating it entirely, the Federal 

government will be at odds with a majority of Montanans.  If the Trump Administration goes 

further and decides to press ahead with scrapping this National Monument, it will be despite 

the strong preference of most Montanans and they could face a public outcry. 

 





220-3935 

Key Findings From a Statewide Voter 

Survey Conducted July 10-13, 2014 
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Research Methodology 

• 502 telephone interviews with likely November 2014 voters in 

Montana 

– Interviews conducted between July 10-13, 2014 

– Interviews on both landlines and cell phones 

• Margin of sampling error of +/- 4.4 percent 

• Some percentages may not sum to 100% due to rounding 

• Comparisons to previous Montana surveys 

• Bipartisan research team of Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin, Metz 

& Associates (D) and Public Opinion Strategies (R) 

• Selected highlights from June 2014 survey for the University 

of Montana conducted by FM3/POS and June 2014 National 

NBC / Wall Street Journal Survey conducted by POS/Hart 

Research 
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Montana Regions 

Western 

Central 

Eastern 
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34% 

31% 

30% 

23% 

34% 

17% 

27% 

18% 

13% 

7% 

12% 

13% 

19% 

44% 

30% 

46% 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Hiking

Hunting

Fishing

Winter sports like skiing and
snowmobiling

Freq. Occas. Rarely Not At All/DK/NA

17. I am going to read you a list of recreational activities.  Please tell me how often you participate in each activity: 

frequently, occasionally, rarely, or not at all.  

Many Montana voters take part in a variety of 
outdoor activities. 

Freq./ 

Occas. 

68% 

48% 

57% 

41% 



 

 

5 

Compared to other issues like the economy, health care and education, how 

important are issues involving clean water, clean air, open spaces and public lands 

for you in deciding whether to support an elected public official? Are they… 

Total Important 

Total Not Important 

Entering this election season, Montana voters 
say that conservation issues are a primary 

factor in gaining their support.  

June 2014 University of Montana Poll 

Importance % 

Very important, they are a primary factor in deciding 

whether to support an elected public official 
48% 

Somewhat important; they are one of 

 several issues you consider 
38% 

Not too important; they are not a significant factor 

considering in deciding whether to support an 

elected public official 
9% 

Not at all important for you in deciding whether to 

support an elected official 
4% 
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Compared to other issues like the economy, health care and education, how 

important are issues involving clean water, clean air, open spaces and public lands 

for you in deciding whether to support an elected public official? Are they… 

More than three-quarters of voters across the 
partisan spectrum say conservation will play a role. 

June 2014 University of Montana Poll 

48% 
36% 44% 

70% 

38% 
42% 

46% 

24% 

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

All Respondents Republicans Independents Democrats

Very Impt. Smwt. Impt.

86% 
78% 

90% 96% 
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68% 

60% 

59% 

57% 

57% 

44% 

19% 

14% 

23% 

29% 

28% 

30% 

27% 

26% 

32% 

26% 

6% 

7% 

5% 

6% 

13% 

10% 

24% 

7% 

10% 

15% 

7% 

33% 

32% 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

*Increased energy efficiency

*Hydropower

Natural gas

Solar

Wind

Coal

*Biomass

*Nuclear

Strng. Supp. Smwt. Supp. Smwt. Opp. Strng. Opp. DK/NA

Here is a list of specific sources of energy.  Please tell me whether you would support or 

oppose increasing the use of that source of energy to meet Montana’s future needs.  

Montana voters are more in favor of increasing 
renewable energy sources than coal or nuclear energy. 

Q3. *Split Sample 

Total 
Support 

Total 
Oppose 

91% 7% 

88% 8% 

88% 11% 

87% 12% 

83% 16% 

69% 28% 

51% 16% 

40% 57% 
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41% 

29% 

35% 

30% 

24% 

27% 

24% 

33% 

41% 

33% 

32% 

34% 

30% 

21% 

13% 

16% 

17% 

17% 

16% 

19% 

23% 

11% 

10% 

11% 

17% 

19% 

18% 

19% 

7% 

6% 

13% 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

*A way to create good jobs 

Available here and now 

Reliable 

*The best power source for Montana 

Affordable 

Able to gradually replace our current 
use of coal 

Less costly than coal 

Very Well Smwt. Well Not Very Well Not At All Well DK/NA

 Thinking about renewable energy like wind and solar power, please tell me if you 

think each of the following phrases describe renewable energy – very well, 

somewhat well, not very well, or not at all well.  

Very/Smwt. 
Well 

74% 

70% 

68% 

62% 

58% 

57% 

45% 

Most voters have positive views  
of renewable energy… 

Q4. *Split Sample 
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64% 

54% 

40% 

33% 

23% 

29% 

27% 

21% 

5% 

9% 

13% 

13% 

6% 

8% 

18% 

30% 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Strng. Supp. Smwt. Supp. Smwt. Opp. Strng. Opp. DK/NA
Total 

Support 
Total 

Oppose 

87% 11% 

83% 16% 

67% 31% 

54% 42% 

6a/b/d/e.  Here are some specific proposals that have been made relating to energy in Montana.  Please tell me whether it 

sounds like something you would support or oppose.  Split Sample 

Voters are the most supportive of proposals to 
incentivize solar panel use and home energy efficiency. 

Permitting the use of net metering, 
which allows people with solar panels 

to get a credit on their energy bills 
when their solar panels produce more 

energy than they use 

Requiring Montana’s electric utilities to 
help customers save money by 

providing programs and incentives for 
energy efficiency upgrades to their 

homes and businesses 

Establishing regional or state 
standards to address climate change, 

reduce air pollution and encourage 
development of clean, renewable 

energy 

Phasing out coal burning power plants 
and replacing them with more use of 

renewable energy 
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27% 

14% 

13% 

17% 

18% 

24% 

35% 

42% 

7% 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Canceling federal tax credits for 
renewable energy 

Canceling federal tax credits for 
renewable energy, potentially 
reducing wind and renewable 

energy use in Montana 

Strng. Supp. Smwt. Supp. Smwt. Opp. Strng. Opp. DK/NA

6c.f. Here are some specific proposals that have been made relating to energy in Montana.  Please tell me whether it 

sounds like something you would support or oppose.  Split Sample 

Voters object to cancelling federal  
renewable energy tax credits, particularly 

when consequences are described. 

Total 
Support 

Total 
Oppose 

40% 53% 

30% 66% 
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Which of the following comes closer to your point of view: Increasing the use 

of clean, renewable energy sources like wind and solar power…. 

Q8. 

51% 

24% 

17% 

9% 

0% 15% 30% 45% 60%

Will create new jobs in Montana

Will cost jobs in Montana

Will not affect jobs in Montana

All/None/Don't know

A majority of voters see renewable energy 
as a job generator. 
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Which of the following comes closer to your point of view: Increasing the use 

of clean, renewable energy sources like wind and solar power…. 

Q8 by Income. 

This view holds particularly among lower-income 
voters, for whom it may be more salient. 

All 

Voters 

Under 

$50,000 

$50,000-

$75,000 

$75,000 

and 

Over  

Will create new jobs in Montana 51% 57% 50% 45% 

Will cost jobs in Montana 24% 22% 19% 30% 

Will not affect jobs in Montana 17% 12% 24% 18% 

All/None/DK 9% 9% 7% 6% 

(By Household Income) 
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How much more would you be willing to pay on your electric bill each month 

if you knew it would support increased use of clean, renewable energy in 

Montana?  I’m going to read you some amounts; please stop me when I get 

to the amount you would be willing to pay. 

21% 

12% 

23% 

11% 

7% 

24% 

2% 

0% 15% 30% 45%

$20 per month

$15 per month

$10 per month

$5 per month

Less than $5 per month

Nothing at all

DK/NA

A majority would be willing to pay up to  
$10 per month to support increased 

use of renewable energy. 

Q9. 

Total 

$10 or More: 

56% 
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Generally speaking, do you believe enhancing and protecting public lands, 

such as local, state and national parks, national forests, and wilderness has a 

positive impact, negative impact, or no real impact on the following… 

Voters perceive a positive impact on virtually every 
aspect of life in the state, including economy/tourism.  

June 2014 University of Montana Survey 

Impacts Ranked By % Positive 
Positive  

Impact  

No 

Impact  

Negative 

Impact  

Opportunities for children to explore and 

learn @ nature  
85% 11% 2% 

Tourism  84% 9% 4% 

Protecting clean water  81% 13% 2% 

Wildlife  81% 10% 5% 

Maintaining what is best about Montana  81% 8% 6% 
Opportunities for hunting, fishing and 

outdoor recreation  
80% 11% 6% 

The overall quality of life in Montana  80% 11% 6% 

Protecting our culture and heritage  74% 18% 4% 

Protecting clean air  71% 16% 6% 

Jobs and the economy  62% 17% 14% 



 

 

17 

50 years ago Congress passed the Wilderness 

Act, which protected the Bob Marshall or the 

Beartooths here in Montana. These areas were 

designated by Congress as wilderness in order 

to keep that land conserved in its natural state. 

Wilderness lands can be used for hiking, 

camping, livestock grazing, horseback riding, 

wildlife watching, hunting and fishing. However, 

mining, oil and gas development, logging, and 

the use of motorized or off‐road vehicles, and 

mountain biking are not allowed on 

wilderness lands.  

 

Generally, would you say protecting some 

public lands in Montana has been more of a 

good thing or more of a bad thing for the state? 

On the 50th anniversary of the Wilderness Act, 
most Montanans consider it to have been a 

good thing for the state.  

June 2014 University of Montana Survey 
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The positive perception of the 
Wilderness Act holds true across the 

state and in every type of community.  

June 2014 University of Montana Survey 

Good Thing Bad Thing 

East/Central Media Markets 77% 16% 

West Media Markets 79% 14% 

City/Suburb 82% 10% 

Town 75% 16% 

Rural 77% 18% 



 

 

19 

36% 

33% 

12% 

15% 

3% 

0% 15% 30% 45% 60%

Strongly support

Somewhat support

Somewhat oppose

Strongly oppose

DK/NA

Total 

Support 

70% 

Having state government contribute to the management of fish and wildlife 

habitat and state parks as many other states do, rather than relying solely on 

hunting and fishing license revenue. 

Total 

Oppose 

27% 

11b. Here are some specific proposals that have been made relating to public land in Montana.  Please tell me whether it 

sounds like something you would support or oppose. Split Sample 

Most Montanans would support state spending 
on habitat and parks, rather than relying solely 

on hunting and fishing licenses.  
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15% 

21% 

19% 

39% 

6% 

0% 15% 30% 45% 60%

Strongly support

Somewhat support

Somewhat oppose

Strongly oppose

DK/NA

Total 

Support 

36% 

Having the state of Montana assume full control of managing federal lands 

inside the state, and having Montana taxpayers pay all resulting costs to 

manage those lands and fight fires there. 

Total 

Oppose 

58% 

Voters oppose a state  
takeover of federal land. 

11c. Here are some specific proposals that have been made relating to public land in Montana.  Please tell me whether it 

sounds like something you would support or oppose. 
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57% 

Strongly 

Oppose 

Similarly, some Members of Congress have proposed selling off some public lands, 

such as National Forests or Bureau of Land Management areas, as a way to help 

reduce the budget deficit. Would you support or oppose the sale of public lands? 

Support Oppose 

40% 51% 

25% 67% 

8% 84% 

Two-thirds reject the sale of public lands, 
even to reduce the federal deficit.  

26% 57% 

9% 

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

Total Support Strg. Oppose Smwt. Oppose

66% 
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Conclusions 
• Concern about many conservation issues has rebounded since 2012, with 

particularly notable increases on issues related to loss of open space and 

agricultural land. 

• Voters offer strong support for expanding the use of clean energy, believe it will 

create jobs in Montana, and are willing to pay more to encourage its use. 

• When forced to choose, voters support – by a narrow margin – shifting from coal 

to clean energy. 

• Voters continue to see public lands as highly important to the state; they support 

increased state investment, oppose the establishment of revenue areas, and 

oppose state takeover of federal lands. 

• 50 years after the passage of the Wilderness Act, Montanans agree that 

Wilderness preservation has been good for the state. Strong support comes from 

all regions and from both rural and non-rural communities. 

• Voters strongly support the idea of broadening the economic burden of fish and 

wildlife management beyond the traditional revenue sources of hunting and 

fishing licenses. 

 

 



 

 

For more information, contact: 

17145 West 62nd Circle 

Golden, CO 80403 

Phone (303) 324-7655 

Fax (303) 433-4253 
lori@pos.org 

1999 Harrison St., Suite 1290 

Oakland, CA 94612 

Phone (510) 451-9521 

Fax (510) 451-0384  

Dave@FM3research.com 
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